DAVID HUME

Within a few days of his death he wrote a brief letter
to his old friend, the Comtesse de Boufflers ;19 it was
the iinal expression of a supreme detachment. ' My
disorder/ he said, l is a diarrhoea, or disorder in my
bowels, which has been gradually undermining me
these two years ; but, within these six months, has
been visibly hastening me to my end. I see death
approach gradually, without anxiety or regret. I
salute you, with great affection and regard, for the last
time.'
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